
Class 11 Reading 

Who can remember the story of Jim Jarvis ‘The Street Child’? This book we read was based on a true story 

about a boy who escaped from a Victorian workhouse and met a man who helped him. The text below, 

that you are going to read and answer questions about, will tell you even more about what these places 

were like. Although we discussed it slightly in school, the text below will allow you to find out even more. 

Make sure you read carefully.  



Make sure you have read the text carefully. It might be useful to read through a few times or ask 

someone at home to help you if you are unsure.  



Monday 

Now that you have read the text, try and identify the words that you are unsure of. You could either underline these 

or write the words out and research the definitions or ask someone if you are unsure. Once you have worked out 

their meanings, re-read the text putting your word in place of the word you are unsure of. This should help you to 

understand the text better and will help you to answer questions later in the week.  

Tuesday  

Have a go at the following questions. These are all retrieval questions which means that all of the answers are in the 

text. Find the key words in the question and in the text to help you to find the best answer. Check all possible 

answers if it is multiple choice and remember, you should not make anything up as all of the answers are there 

somewhere.  

1) What were workhouses introduced as part of? Pick one.  
a) The Workhouse Laws  

b) The poor Laws  

c) The Homeless Laws  

d) The working Laws 

 

2) Which of these people were sent to the workhouse? Choose two.  
a) The sick  

b) The wealthy  

c) The elderly  

d) The employed 

 

3) What food were people in the workhouse fed? 

 
4) Tick to say whether each job was done by men or women. 

5) What was the name of the book written by Charles Dickens that is set in a workhouse? Choose one.  
a) Bad Reputation  

b) Oliver Twist  

c) Cruel Teachers  

d) The Poor Laws 

Wednesday  

Your questions today all involve you to understand the meaning of words. You can use your work from Monday to 

help you to answer these questions. If there is multiple choice, make sure you check all possible options and choose 

the BEST answer.  

6) Find and copy a word which means squeezed. 

 
7) Which of these is closest in meaning to the word pauper? Choose one.  

a) Rich person 

b) Poor person 

c) Friendly  

d) Cruel 

 



8) ‘…teachers were often cruel’. Explain the meaning of the word ‘cruel’ in this context. 

 

9) Find and copy a phrase from the paragraph ‘Families in a Workhouse’ which shows that the people who 

lived in the workhouse were definitely not allowed to get any more food.  

 

10) Which of the following is the closest in meaning to the word ‘shameful’ in this sentence ‘It was thought to be 

shameful because it meant that he could not look after his own family’?  

a) Good 

b) Poor  

c) Disgraceful  

d) Shocking  

Thursday 

Thinking Thursday. These questions today will require you to think more than the previous days. These questions 

contain a ‘what/why do you think…’ Remember that these types of questions require some of your opinions but you 

do however need to use some evidence from the text to help support your opinions and ideas.  

11) Why do you think it took a number of years for all workhouses to disappear? Use evidence from the text to 

support your answer. 
12) Why do you think people feared being sent to the workhouse?  
13) Why do you think diseases spread so quickly in the workhouses? Use evidence from the text and your own 

understanding to answer the question.  
14) What do you think the best and worst aspects of the workhouses were? Use evidence from the text to 

support your answer.  
15) How do you think we know about what workhouses were like? Where do you think people got information 

from which told us that workhouses were terrible places?  

Friday  

Your Friday activity is to log onto Epic! and read a book of your choice. Once you have read the book, your activity 

requires you to write a short summary of what the book was about and a book review to tell me whether the book is 

worth reading. Happy reading! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, if you have any problems, send me an email at CPSClass11@corporationroad.darlington.sch.uk  

Remember that you can also read anything around your house which has writing on, for example, a 

newspaper, a recipe, a cereal packet, a magazine, a book that you have at home or TV guide. Just make 

sure you are reading something every day. 
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